Flash MX & Video

Video for the web

Developers who wish to put video on the web currently face many challenges including the following.

· File Size: video is large, usually 2-10mb/minute for decent quality at 320x240, which means longer download time

· Bandwidth: not everyone has a broadband connection many people are still on modems

· CPU Power: these highly compressed movies need a fast computer to decompress them in real time so they play at the intended speed and quality

· Standards: there are is no standard video format or player for all platforms, and there is no guarantee that your users have one or all of them, so to be safe you usually have to provide multiple formats for your users to choose from

· Player Downloads: QuickTime player, Media player, Real player, all are huge downloads ranging from 8mb – 20mb depending on version and platform you need, you usually have to fill out a bunch of info before you can download them, they also may require a reboot of the computer after you install them

· Player Annoyances: most players have nag screens asking you to upgrade or buy other services and some of them have been known to even spy on your viewing activities, some even subject you to advertisements before and/or after your video, some of the players will not play in the html page, instead they launch in a separate window

· File Streaming: not all file format support streaming, and some require an expensive streaming server or cost per stream to provide


Why flash is the answer
Flash MX has many new and improved features, video being one of them.

· Built in Codec: flash player 6 now has a built in Sorenson spark codec, Sorenson is one of the best video codecs available, codec(compressor/de-compressor) also supports (vbr) encoding
· Player Download: the flash player 6 is 400k for windows and 800k for macintosh, which means quick download even on a modem, and usually does not require a reboot of the computer or browser
· Player Propagation: according to the December 2002 Macromedia stats 70% + of web surfers in America have downloaded the flash player 6 plugin (see links below)
· File Size: flash video files can be 25% + smaller than their equivalent in other formats based on the test that I have done
· File Streaming: flash has streaming functionality built in at no extra cost, of course it must be properly utilized to take advantage of, enhanced streaming can be accomplished with the flash communications server mx
· Interactivity: using flash to deliver video allows you to control that video stream and to add special interactivity to the flash file
· Ease of Use: once you embed/import a video file into flash, it is very easy to work with, it acts like a movie clip and you can manipulate it like a movieclip
· Cross-Platform CDROMS: with a single copy of flash you can create projector files for use with cross-platform cdroms that contain video without the need for video players or codecs or player detections schemes like you do when using Director for producing cdroms with video and you need a mac and windows copy of Director to make each projector
· Flash Communications Server MX: works with the new flash communications server which allows you to rapidly develop video conferencing, multi user, messaging applications etc…

***Links***

Books:

Macromedia Flash MX Video

http://www.friendsofed.com/books/flash_mx_titles/flash_mx_video/index.html

Flash Video Creativity

http://www.friendsofed.com/books/flash_mx_titles/vid_cre/index.html

Flash Communications Server MX

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0735713332/qid=1048108038/sr=1-1/ref=sr_1_1/104-1484503-5741511?v=glance&s=books

Info:
Flash Stats

http://www.macromedia.com/software/player_census/flashplayer/

Using embedded video in Macromedia Flash MX

http://www.macromedia.com/desdev/mx/flash/articles/flashmx_video.html

Tips for deploying video in Macromedia Flash MX

http://www.macromedia.com/desdev/mx/flash/articles/fmx_video_tips.html

Using the local video object in Macromedia Flash MX

http://www.macromedia.com/support/flash/ts/documents/local_imbedded_video.htm

"Squeeze" your video for Macromedia Flash MX

http://www.macromedia.com/desdev/tip/017.html

Flash Communication Server MX Dev Center

http://www.macromedia.com/devnet/mx/flashcom/

Flash MX Dev Center
http://www.macromedia.com/devnet/mx/flash/


Software:

Flash MX $499

http://www.macromedia.com/software/flash/


Macromedia Flash Communications Server MX  $499+

http://www.macromedia.com/software/flashcom/

Sorenson Spark $119
http://www.sorenson.com/content.php?cats=2/4&nav=2

Cleaner $529

http://www.discreet.com/products/cleaner/

CDEverywhere $39, $195, $295

http://www.cdeverywhere.com/

Quicktime pro $29

http://www.apple.com/quicktime/upgrade/

Adobe Premiere 6.5 $549

http://www.adobe.com/products/premiere/main.html

Adobe After Affects 5.5 $699

http://www.adobe.com/products/aftereffects/main.html

Final Cut Pro 3 $999

http://www.apple.com/finalcutpro/

Sound Forge $349

http://www.sonicfoundry.com/products/soundforgefamily.asp

Acid Pro $349

http://www.sonicfoundry.com/products/acidfamily.asp

Vegas $399

http://www.sonicfoundry.com/Products/showproduct.asp?PID=808
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